
DIY Gold-Tipped Shark Tooth Necklace - Boring People Version
 
This is a gold-tipped shark tooth necklace:
 

 
What you'll need:
Shark's tooth
Gold leaf flakes
Mod Podge or other adhesive
Clear nail polish
Cotton swab
Thin gold-toned wire
Wire cutters
Gold-toned jump rings
Small pliers (optional)
Super glue or epoxy
Thin gold necklace chain
 
What you'll need:
Using the cotton swab, paint a thin layer of adhesive onto the part of the tooth you'd like to 
cover. Use the clean side of a cotton swab to wipe up any excess or refine the coated area. Try 
not to get any on your fingers. Give it a few seconds to get tacky.
 
Find a large piece of gold leaf. Gently smooth it out on your finger then apply it to the front of 
your shark tooth. Carefully smooth it and wrap it around the edges and over the back. It's ok if it 
rips. Work on pressing directly down in favor of spreading, and try to keep glue off your fingers 
(because it will pull the gold leaf away from the tooth). Add smaller pieces to cover anything you 
missed. Always apply from front to back. Give it a few minutes to dry before wiping away any 



excess gold leaf. Repeat, adding additional layers of gold leaf until the area is covered entirely.
 
Add a final layer, paying special attention to the edges. Clean up the adhesive so it stops 
exactly where you want the gold to end. Find a large piece of gold leaf and press it over the 
front, making sure it goes beyond the end of the adhesive. Carefully smooth it over the sides 
and around the back. Add extra pieces to any spots that need it.
 
Let the adhesive dry for several hours. When the adhesive has thoroughly dried, rub away any 
excess gold leaf. Use the flat of your finger to rub from the front to the back, this time slightly 
more aggressively. If you find any areas that our loose or unattached, rub them away. Use your 
nail to press back and refine the edges. (If you mess up, you can add another layer.)
 
Find a semi-soft prop for your tooth (like a lump of clay or an apple slice). Be sure the tooth is 
firmly planted and will stay standing. Pick up your tooth - prop and all - and paint the nail polish 
over the gold-leafed section, being careful not to use too much. Hold it upside-down for the first 
few minutes, to prevent dripping. Then flip it over and leave it to dry completely.
 
When you've allowed proper drying time, cut the tip off your cotton swab. Wrap wire in a loop 
around the swab, leaving about an inch of excess. Hold to loop closed and twist the cotton swab 
around twice.
 
Remove the swab and place the loop at the top center of the tooth. Hold the short end of the 
wire against the back and wrap the wire tightly over the front of the opposite side (being careful 
to keep the loop in the center). Wrap it once around the base of the loop, then repeat on the 
other side. Replace the cotton swab and make another loop for reinforcement. Twist again 
around the base of the loop, then hold the wire down as you wrap the short end repeatedly 
around the base. Cut off the excess.
 
Attach the tooth to the necklace with the jump ring. Use your pliers to be sure the ring is shut 
entirely, and secure it with a spot of super glue or epoxy.
 
 
Full tutorial at http://covetouscreatures.com/2012/06/30/diy-gold-tipped-shark-tooth-necklace


